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* ITALIAN FARFIERS # contentrnent. The'men load the teamg
1HEy DEI";trNSTHATE THAT THE SOIL trAN and cart the crtrps to the barns to be

BE TILLED I4ITH FROFIT..c,ntinured. assorted for the rnarkets or stored'
It is only Bn SundaY that household

lFrom the Efeyidence JeUfnAI-EU11eli,-rla{f airg receive any great measutre sf
of october tB, 1g?1. the +ii*t-pr;t--jattentisn. Then the fences and brush
reprinted oLtr last issure, I ll: the vicinity of the houtse aF€r

:covered with clothing and bedding
Nhen one tron5iders the cgngtant toil spread out fer a ureekly airing' A

and pursuit o{ the American do1lar ir', substantial dinner is prepared and

rohich both the rnen and *o*""-ir*- 
- ,then the children receive a ghare o{

engaged, the neglected "pp**r".ce 
o+ jrnaternal consideration. and it is

their domiciles does not seem levidently appreciated. An erroneous
unnatural. They regard tf'*i. heugeg limPression prevails that on this day
only as places of shelter at night orltne cooking and rnendinq for the
in selvEre weather. when no outside entire week is performed' Thig ig
work tran be per#ormed- f*"-i"J if,t** true only to the extent that the
{amiries, and sorneti**= *rr*r,-'rir". sunday dinner is the most pretentious
Iive in small cots that *o"iO U=-' of any in the weelt. Neither is it
regarded as crowded by a "*ii""- 

true that these people deny them-
famiry of rnore than tr,ree or +our selves in food Bn the busy working
persons. rn gurch casEs **.r, +i*irv o"vl' 

'l*' 
buy only the trc}arser

has one l-oorn to sleep in *;; tif-"== grades of meat and their fare is very
the kitchen in corrrnon. rne crriioi"" plain. br'tt they have a faculty for
ar*, le{t to their .,wn devi;=;.'-""U- making palatable dishes o* cheap mat-
those n.ot large eno*gh t" ""gig" 

i" erials by lang and thorough cooking
the f arm work are the frousefrif j and preparation in cornbination with
caretal';ers' and ttl them i= i"**itted herbs" preserved vegetables and

the charge of infants who cannot legumes' ldhile they do not incur any
receive the attention ef mothers appreciable expense by fine clothing.
engaged in planting and f,*r""=ti"g. there ig not. perhapsn a wofran o{ an}
The little one15 FIay about in the nationality to hose heart finery ig
fields r*here the r+ork is i"-progr=== morEl dear than tt3 these {rutgal daugh-
and the mothers rnaintain a .Lrtii, terg of ltaly. This is mani#est in
degree of uratchtulness q}vEr in"* the hriqht, huted raiment' grotesqute
r+hi 1e they l abor. A harvegt scene earri nEEr rnassi ve f i nger bandg and

arn'ng thern presents an interesting other 5ewelry with which they are
picture. The wamen, *ith t*"""4,= adorned at all times. The men" tos'
earnest faces and brawny aFfnst aFe sus,cePtible ts plea=ure a${orded
constantry engaged swinging rake. by gaudv apparer' bt-tt do nst to any
fsrl* or scythe" are picturJsque 

' trqstly extent indulge their love o{
figures. Their attire is coarse and shorey attire. Within the past few
eft-tirnes scant. br-rt seldorn lackg a months a nurnber of prace= have been

r"realth o* color. A loose-{itting sold to thern' and there i's serne

r*aist, short skirt= and kerchie+ likelihood o{ their becoming the
bound around their dark hair, coired #utture ownerg of about all the
in braids cl,oge to the head, cornpri*= farming property in the section'
their entire garb aE a rule'at ti-ris ltalian names' corrupted into pro-
seeson of the year. rne crrii;r;; nounceable nicknarnesr are hecoming
ro*p abourt, #ree from .*r* *.J the substitlttes for the oi'd American
apparently in perfect happiness and titl'eg o{ land rnarks in the townt ,3



Italians having becsme the owners sf
rilanv o{ the best knswn estates. The
old Dan Harris place 6n tlount Flisery
is nsw knourn as Tsrn Farrelli,s. The
lrlicl* lrlaternran f arrn af lOO atrrEls! r.rith
itg old homestead rnade pictutresque by
the gnawing tooth of tirne, and a
"leaning totusr c:{ Pisa" chirnnely, is
held under a lease to Cosrno Valotta
and prohably bE awned by hirn at a
future date. VintrelnEB EartollclrnEB.
knswn throughor-rt the town as ,,Ehintz,i
wsrks parts ef the Pike & Tourtellot
farrns, and urill own a good big place
Etrrlte dayr he gavg. - Jshn ltz= Ieases
the San*ord llnight place. These are
the principal ltalian tillerg of th;
soil in and around Hughesdale, and a
large nurnber not mentioned Ewn crr
l ease srnal 1 tracts i n the vi ci ni ty.
It is in the neighborhood of
Si rnrnonsvi 1 I e. hourever. that they are
sr^rarrni ng. Carl o Tel 1i i s recogni eed
as the pioneer and accepted leader o{
those in this section. He is a
shrewd and energetic fellour who has
ea,rned the esteem o{ the commurnity,
and he swns a {arrn of 16 acres of as
qt:qd land as there ig in the ELrr-
rounding csuntry.

It is the o1d Titr-ts egtate on the
Cranstsn side of Flainfield read.
Every tsot of the arela{ except what
is requtired for cart paths. is Lrnder
crlltivatien" and he lives in a sub-
stantial neul house. His brother, Dan
Te11 i , trwns the ol d Eli sha Laurton
f srrn ef 34 acres{ wi th a wel l -br-ti lt
hsuse and barn. $or which he paid
$4it()0. Ansther brsther, Faol s Tel 1 i ,
leaseg the l"lajor Firce farrn o$ 6{)
acres. Essrno l"liranda. whrf, was burned
or-tt in the Belknap district a rnsnth
aeor has within a tortnight b-ought
the old Hohler *arrn of 7{r acres.
f,ssmo had been negatiating {or this
place and paid $1{,(}$ on it when the
#ire swept away al I el se he su,lned.
and he has rai ged strrne ISSO0{} rnoFe to
complete the bargain. The ability to
obtain scr large a surn is an indica-

tion that he is worthv of csnfidence,
ior he r.JaE burt a trcfmr'non f arrn laborer"
urorkinq for a dsl lar- a day a few yrs.
ags. Lolrig LaFarqi, another thri*ty
I tal i an . hae wi th i n a f ew uil':s becsnre
the owner c'f the c:ld Abrarrr Atwc,ed
*arrn nEar I'larqan Fli11s. tro{rrprl.sLrrg
about I{:} acres sf qsod land" nrth
sr-rbgtantral tholrgh old burrldings.

It i s e',rr dent that thege i nrnrr qrantE
ha.ye cgr-ne to gtay ;tnd that thev
intend ta becorne permanent residents
and crtiiens of the land oi their
adopti crn i s dernonstr-ated by thei r
eaqerness tt: becsrne natnral r z ed.
Al most everv ilne sf them whc: has been
here lonq enr:uqh to protrure the f irst
papers of citi.=enshrp has dc:ne sor
and a qoodlV nurmber are already f r_r1 1

fledqed .;oterg.

l-he ti rne i. s not f ar dr gtant when
they wi 1 I dernonstrate that they are a
desrrable elernent in the trornmLtnity.
Their indurstry and frutgality will be
appreci ated as comrnendabl e trai ts
when they become better known to
thei. r f el i ow tournspeopl e. In the
near f lrturre they uli1l have pa=sed the
perrod 1n whj.ch thev ere reqarded
i+i th strclrn as cheaP l absrsrg anE
suttca=.ts. Thev are the preneers c'{
thei r c -L ass and arE 1 r'ri nq qlti te as
at I sLtch l-ra\/E 1 n EVEry aqg. 5tr ] v1 nq
tGr a cornpetency. tti tn hoPe= ot
furturre Ease and conr*srt. rrlreadv
s(firre tr+ thern FJnE hav'e accutrnutl ated
=r-ttf rcrent o# thrg wcrid's qpads -i(J

prEvr iE aqai nst r rnmecj:. ate need arE
shor.l:. nq a dr =posr t1trn tc En -tEY ctrr,-
f urts. whr ch thev eppretrl ste as riel I
a= do trther=. in a tEw L l-r=tancEs cnE
r.{i';'eg ha.;e reL r ei irorl irranli;rI I at'or

--.-! 
!L--'t LnE trOAf =ef =tlf I alf! LllH T dr :ll= itl lU
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even now begin to look f orurard to a
l ess tt:i l serne path i n 1i f e ior thei r
sons and daurqhters. quite like the
American farmer. whsse desire is ts
see his children egtablished Ln the
ci ty.

l+



LETIERS TO THE EDITOR

7-7e-59
Dear l"lr, Eurf ord:

It has been a few yeaFs gince ELrr
I ast correspondence rel at i 're to a
Pt:wder f'Iil1 at Johnston and am glad
that I was aible tc: rnalle yclLr aware
of the doclrment i n rnv col I ect i on.
i,lel I aqai n I have corne Lrp wi th
another item relative to Johnston
R.L I recentlv acquired a grclt.rp
of mi I i tary i temg and wi ttri n the
col lectic:n Has a Latr Desk that
bel onqed to a Dr, Jererni ah Jacllson
Cele tdied in 1443). He ig shor..rn crn
the Frsvi dence tar: l edgers f rsrn
1B?B to 1843. Any infsrmation that
VCILI rnay have abourt h i rn wourl d be
qreatlv apFreciated. Algo. dcres a
portrai t of hi m ex i st'i? He had a
Ecrn named Jererni ah who was the
administrator to his egtate.

After I do my research, I will
want to sel l clr trade thi s desk.
Fossi bl y yoLr rnay }::fiow sorneone i n
the Johnston area who rnav wi sh ts
own this early piece of Jahnston
hi story.

Si ncerel y.
Stuart A Goldman 617-965-8E}(r8

&5 HighJ.and Avenue
Randol ph, I'la. {}2568

Ilembe r sh ip f or :

( name )

l'|t", Gol dman " s l etter was recei ved
at Johngton's f,tshr I'lenorial Library
wher"e Etob Burr{ord wfrs {c:rrnerl y the
Li hrari an. l"lr. Gol dman' s previ outs
coFrespondence included geveral.
docnrnents abourt the Revol r-rti onar-y
Nar- qunpowder mi 1 I at {3rani tevi 1l e
whi ch were pri nted i n ot.rr Vol . I V
I=sure #1 .(September 1?87i. trle have
dsne I i ttl e re=earch concerni ng Etr .
Jererni ah Col. e i n Johnstcrn, thonqh
we { i nd tl're rnedi csrl Day Buotr,: of
Johnstcan' s Dr. I'loses 'l{owrv notes a
"consul tat i on " r+i th a llr. Col e En
l'lay 11n 181I over patient Stephen
llJaterman. 'The Uo]. e {ami 1v narne
strcurs cgmrnonl y i n Rhc:de Isl and
{rorn earl v col oni aI ti rnesi i t i s
not a cclrnrnon Johngton narne. tholtqh
Ei vi I tdar veteran t{i I 1 i am H, rlot e
i s burri ed i n Johriston Hi stori csl
Cernetery #I4., Sturdy of the l"lowrv
rnanlrscr i p'h and other sclt.rrces csnt*
inues hut readers a,re encoutraged te
provide any llnown information abolrt
Dr. Jererni ah Ja,cl:son trole.

-Edi tors

JOHNSION HISTOR1CAL SOCIETY

l0l Putnam Pike

Johnston, Rhode lslaLrd 429 l9
f, nrxuwal

NEW

MEMBER
( addres s )

fl crrr

Type:

(town)

individual ($7)

( s tate ) (zip)

f famiiy ($7) [.on,p.,ry
Ilenrbership is tax-deducrible as a conLriburion to a non-profit
Enclosed please find check or money order payable co JOHI.JSTON

($ 1C )

educat ional organizat ion .

HISTORICAL SOCIETY for

lr

For furLher infornration call llembership Chrmn. PaL }lacari, 949 2822.
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EDITORIAL POLICY

This publication rs ts provide:
1 ) timely information to the
mernbers of the Johnston Hi stori cal
Soci ety. whi Ie 2) fostering the
stutdy o{ I ocal hr story by shart ng
data and reasonab] y researched
articles about tor,rn hiEtory. Five
issues will be published per year.
Bacll i ssures are $1. C,() per Copy.
The edi tor eaqerl y sol i cl ts
rnenLrscrr pts and notes of any
I ength, styl e. and grarnmatr cal
qural i ty ( general 1 y not to e>t ceed
2()C,O words) . Topi cs cen range
from historv and preservetion of
oI d hourses ( general or speci { i c
bui l di ngs) throurqh bi ographi cal
sketches and genealogy o{ local
families. to facts and recollec-
tions of Johnston organizations
and cl ubs" events. geograPhY'
archaeology. industries. folkIt:re"
craftE and 1ocal heritage from
past decades. Documents and
diaries of historical significance
wi I 1 be consi dered f or repri nti' ng.

JOHNSTON HISTORItrAL SOSIETY
1Ol Putnarn Pi ke

Johnston. Rhode IsIand $29Lq

Contri butors surstai ni ng
this newslettert

lriouldn'E you like to see
your name here! $25 is
aL1 j.t E.akes for one year.
Help us ouE.

-t.{NU..1,R\-


