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(\Z LOUNGE

The gorgeous Stage Door Restaurant and Lounge, in
the Park Theatre building, provides the perfect
setting for lunch or dinner before an event at the
Park Theatre.

Because it’s located right on-site, it’s convenient to
combine a top-notch dining experience with an
amazing performance afterward, in one leisurely,
stress-free evening (or afternoon in the case of
matinee performances).

Each week we feature live music from amazing jazz
and blues performers. Perfect for a date or a nice
night out on the town, visit the Stage Door
Restaurant and Lounge for food, drinks, live music
and a great time!

Book your Private Parties, Corporate Events,Meetings,
Wedding Reception with Amalfi Fine Catering!



http://www.ParkStageDoor.com







REP. MARTIN SEEKS TO CLEAR NAME OF
Rl MAN WRONGLY CONVICTED,
EXECUTED IN 1843

January 6, 2011

STATE HOUSE - Justice for an individual wrongly convicted of and executed
for a murder in 1843 will be the aim of legislation to be introduced by Rep.
Peter F. Martin this legislative session.

Representative Martin (D-Dist. 75, Newport) said he plans to introduce a
bill at the urging of the Rev. Bernard Healey, the lobbyist who represents the
Diocese of Providence at the General Assembly. Father Healey was
prompted to call for the legislative review of the conviction and hanging of
John Gordon 165 years ago after reading “The Murder Trial of John Gordon,”
scheduled to open at the Rhode Island Center for Performing Arts (the former
Park Theater) in Cranston later this month.

Representative Martin (D-Dist. 75, Newport) is also the Vice President of
the State Board of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. He said he plans to
introduce the legislation to coincide with the House of Representatives’
annual St. Patrick and St. Joseph celebration in mid-March.

Written and directed by Cranston native Ken Dooley, the play portrays the
trial of John Gordon, an Irish immigrant, after he was accused of the murder
of wealthy mill owner Amasa Sprague in 1843. Gordon became the last
person to be executed in Rhode Island.

Dooley’s research revealed what amounts to an astonishing pattern of
irregularities in the trial process: Catholics banned from the jury, jurors
instructed that testimony of Irish Catholics was not to be give the same
consideration as native-born Americans. Key evidence was dubious: a
bloodstained coat in which the blood later was proven to be dye, testimony
by a Providence prostitute who misidentified the Gordon brothers during the
trial, a missing gun that was later found and turned over to Gov. James
Fenner, who refused to grant a stay of execution.

Representative Martin said he will introduce the bill because he has come
to agree with Dooley and Fr. Healey that an innocent man was forced to
suffer the terror, despair and humiliation of a public execution and that
society and government are complicit if the record of judgment of that
travesty of Rhode Island history is not corrected.

Performances of the play are to run from January 14 to February 27.

For more information, contact: | pjo,5e sign the petition in support of

Randall T'. Szyba, P.UinCiSt 1Rep. Martin's legislation that will be
rszyba@rilin.state.ri.us introduced to the General Assembly
State House Room 20 on March 17, 2011, St. Patrick’s Day.

Providence, R1 02903 The Petition is available in the lobby
(401) 222-2457







The trial of John and William was conducted in the spring of 1844 before a 12-man
Jjury devoid of Irish Catholics. At the outset, Nicholas definitely established that he
was elsewhere when the crime was committed. Attorney General Joseph M. Blake
charged William and John Gordon with committing the murders at the urging of
Nicholas.

The evidence, which was entirely circumstantial, consisted primarily of the fact
that the murderer had a shoe size and a stride similar to John's, that a broken gun used
in the murder belonged to Nicholas and the bloodstained coat buried at the murder
scene had been worn that same day by John Gordon.

The "blood" was later proven to be madder dye used in coloring textiles. Nicholas
denied that the gun found at the scene was his but admitted that he had kept a gun in
the store. The missing gun was the state's most damaging evidence.

The Irish communities in Providence and Cranston rallied to the support of the
Gordons and raised money for their defense. John P. Knowles, a Protestant attorney,
agreed to represent the Gordons.

The Gordons proclaimed their innocence, and the defense suggested that another
laborer, "Big Peter," was the real murderer. He had been fired by Amasa Sprague the
week of the murder. He disappeared on the day of the murder and was never found.

One of the state's key witnesses was a recognized prostitute who claimed to be a
close friend of William and John. When the defense asked her to identify the two men
in court, she became confused and pointed out John as William and William and John.
The Providence Journal didn't report this mistake and failed to report any of the
damaging testimony against prosecution witnesses throughout the trial.

When the testimony concluded, Chief Justice Job Durfee gave a charge to the jury
in which he called the killing the "most atrocious" crime that had ever come to his
attention. Durfee also drew a distinction between the testimony of native-born witness
and that of the Gordons' "countrymen," implying that the latter were less credible.

The jury apparently took Durfee's advice, beginning deliberations at 6:30 p.m., and
returning one hour and fifteen minutes later with a verdict of guilty for John and
freedom for William. When John was sentenced to death, he tumned to his brother and
said, "William it was you who have hanged me."

Two weeks before the execution, William went to John Knowles and admitted that
he had gone to the store after hearing about the murder and hidden Nicholas' gun.
Armed with this new evidence, the defense made an appeal to the October session of
the court, but the justices rejected it. Then Gordon petitioned the General Assembly
for a reprieve and a commutation of sentence. The petition was rejected, but the
narrowness of the margin indicated growing doubts concerning the fairness of the
trial.

Time was running out for John Gordon, and Governor James Fencer was not
sympathetic to a stay of execution. When no reprieve was granted, John Gordon was
hanged on Feb. 14, 1845 in the yard of the state prison.

The funeral of John Gordon was attended by Irish from miles around, some
journeying from New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut. According to
observers, it took all day for the long procession to pass the home were John's body
had been taken.

I A special thanks to historians Patrick T. Conley, Esq., Ph.D,
| Scott Molloy, Ph.D and Donald D. Denigan, Ph.D

for their insights and historical input.




PRODUCTION STAFF

Ken Dooley, Playwright/Producer, has a great story to tell. As an Irish
Catholic youngster in Rhode Island, he grew up listening to the miscarriage of
justice which characterized the original arrest, trial, conviction and hanging of
John Gordon. Not only did he put the words on paper, bringing the legend to
life - but he's also finally bringing justice to the ill fated young man who came
to this country with such high dreams. "The Auerbach Dynasty," a play based
on Dooley's 25-year friendship with Red Auerbach, the late coach and
president of the Boston Celtics, will open at the Park Theatre in the spring of
2011.

Pamela Lambert, Director, is an actress, a director and also a vocalist,
having toured nationally and internationally with Herb Reed and The Platters.
She is a resident director & performer at The Theater At Hollywood And Vine
in Plymouth, as well as a director with Nemasket River Productions in
Middleboro. One of her proudest theatrical moments was appearing in August
Wilson’s classic, “Joe Turner’s Come and Gone™ at the prestigious Penumbra
Theater Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota. She has acted in plays at The
Boston Center for the Arts, The Boston Playwright’s Theater, The New
African Theater Company, and Trinity Rep among others, and on film recently
she appeared in the remake of “The Women” with Annette Benning and Meg
Ryan. She will soon be appearing in the independent film TIME AND
CHARGES, directed by the Academy Award-winning writer of ON GOLDEN
POND, Ernest Thompson with whom she has worked many times. Her
television credits include WB Network’s “Make My Day”, ABC’s “One Life
to Live”, and a two hour made-for-TV movie, “Forgotten Genius, The Percy
Julian Story.” Pamela, a former Miss Congeniality, and Miss Black Rhode
Island, is looking forward to her next collaboration with Ken, Pi and the Park
Theater!

Cheryl de Wardener, Set Designer has designed numerous shows locally,
regionally and nationally for the theatre, film and television. Most recently at
the University of Rhode Island for Spinning into Butter, and Fox 12’s The
Rhode Show. Other venues include designer for the national and international
tour of Crazy for You. She has worked extensively for both Theatre by the Sea
and the University of Rhode Island as well as theaters in Connecticut and
New Hampshire.

To advertise during future performances, contact:
| Advertising Manager - Natalie Shulman
' 781 /718 . 2378 or iaw_natalie@yahoo.com



mailto:iaw_natalie@yahoo.com




THE MURDER TRIAL
OF JOHN GORDON

Scene 1: Tavern, Mashanglass, Ireland, October, 1843
Scene 2: Store of Nicholas Gordon, November, 1843
Scene 3: Cranston Town Hall, November, 1843
Scene 4: Stafford Arms, December, 1843

Scene 5: RI State Supreme Court, 1844

Scene 6: Office of Attorney General

Scene 7-8: Office of Attorney John Knowles

Scene 9: Courtroom

Scene 10: Office of John Knowles

Scene 11: Courtroom

Scene 12: Judge Durfee’s Chambers

**20 minute intermission**

Act I1
Scene 1: Stafford Arms
Scene 2: Courtroom
Scene 3: Courtroom
Scene 4: Courtroom
Scene 5: Office of John Knowles
Scene 6: Courtroom
Scene 7: Courtroom
Scene 8: Courtroom
Scene 9: Courtroom
Scene 10: Courtroom
Scene 11: Courtroom
Scene 12: Office of John Knowles
Scene 13: Apartment, Baltimore, MD
Scene 14: RI State Prison
Scene 15: Prison Cell
Scene 16: Church Office
Scene 17. Courtroom

Please be patient our

order and is
never pre-cooked.

nesemieiow | Ot @nREAross || Free Delivery
ZE ' 946-8880
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http://www.marktwaintalks.com

Tray Gearing, Susan Fields/Eileen Murray, has worked for The Gamm
Theatre for the past seven years performing in: Little Voice (Sadie),Top Girls
(Dulle Gret, Louise, Mrs. Kidd),Twelfth Night(Valentine) Taming of the
Shrew (Widow, Haberdasher), Scarlet Letter(Mistress Hibbins), Romeo and
Juliet ( Lady Montague) Much Ado About Nothing(Ursula, Nonnie Girl)
Perishable Theatre: Swingin with Petula, Dreamkeeper. Wilbury Theatre: True
West (Mother) Vineyard Playhouse: A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Helena),
The Anniversary (Tatiana Alexeyevna), Crimes of the Heart (Lenny) The
Long Xmas Dinner (Leonora), Press Release, Bedtime and Waterbabies. She
has also performed with Girls Speak (N.Y.) Brown Play Fest, First Stage
Providence, Elemental Theatre and toured a historical piece on Martha’s
Vineyard and Rhode Island, which she co- wrote called the Colors of Wome |
portraying Margaret Sanger. She is the recipient of the R.I.C. Performance
Award 1993 and The Leadership & Community Spirit Award 2006 for
Director of Children’s Theatre at Jonah Center in Warwick 2001-2009.

Mark Gentsch, Amasa Sprague/Jeremiah Baggott/John Kingston, performs
on stage, film, television and radio. His path in acting began in Iowa, then a
move to Minneapolis /St. Paul. While developing his craft an eastward pull
directed him to NYC where he was lucky enough to work with Betty Buckley
and Lypsinka von Rasputina among others. For the last five years in
Providence he has been associated with Newgate, Barker, and 2nd Story
theaters.

Jeff Gill, John P. Knowles, has been twice nominated as Best Actor by the
Independent Reviewers of New England. He has appeared in four
Shakespeare on the Common (Boston) productions, two African American
Theater Festival (Boston) plays, one Kennedy Center for the Arts
(Washington, DC) production, and dozens of small theater productions
throughout New England. He and Pamela Lambert run a small theater
company in Plymouth MA, aka The Theater at Hollywood and Vine, where
they have produced, directed and performed in nearly one hundred one act
plays. His independent film debut in The Aristocrat premiered at The Woods
Hole Film Festival last summer. Thanks to Ken for inviting me and Pamela
for showing me how to play a good guy for a change.

ar——— _‘_’
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD
INSTEAD OF OURS!

To advertise during future performances, contact:
Advertising Manager - Natalie Shulman
781 /718 . 2378 or iaw_natalie @yahoo.com

——
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Governor Sprague Mansion

Cranston Historical Society

1351 Cranston Street
Cranston, Rhode Island
401 / 944 . 9226

Discover the History located at the
Center Point of the Cranston Village!

Want to know who really murdered Sprague? Ask hirn
yourself when you visit! Do you believe in ghosts?
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| 4tce % raping and oHfe ;

Lose 3-15 inches per sess v

Natalie Shulman
Maria Martin
4 Meluvisc St. Suite # 240 Narick AH o %
(&1) 718-2378

aloebodywrap( yahoo.cm

nandmiow e

: Blackstone Valley :
:  Chiropractic :

W et ‘l : Health Care :.
Pure Safe Beneficial : :
Skirz Care'CuJ?r'Numlxm'Almnalhempy / : Dr. Todd Sefla E
::::e‘::!i:r:;e:llnntlhu Manager : 401 / 724 - 3521 :
o - 1156 Newport Ave
b | : Pawtucket, Rl 02861 :
www.beatnzsanchez myarbonne.com s o

1850 Broad Street

ED & EW@D Cranston, Rl 02905-3525

GALLERY INC.

CUSTOM FRAMING & FINE ARY ~ PH:401/461.7555
E: info@edgewoodgallery.com
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MURDER SITE
C. 1844

Taken from a RI Supreme
Court Report of the
Gordon Brothers Trial,
this map illustrates the
area surrounding Sprague
Print Works during the
time of the murder.

Break a Leg!:

Best Wishes:
from a
Community
Supporter
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$ CRANSTON PRINT WORKS COMPANY ALB ERT

HERBERT J. GRAY Real Estate
vltzswssotmwuum. FESOURCES L:s:;?,z.':;o

1050 Reservoir Avenue. Cransion. R1 02910

CORPORATE OFRCES TEL (4D1) 275-8268 Office: 401 -944-3377 VM. 720 | Cch: 401-632-8K12
1381 CRANSTON STREET FAX. (401) D43-3871
CRANSTON, R 02920-6789 E-MAL: horey@cow.com Dutincicmanagena albertreslion com

Village Inn at Narragansett

1 Beach Street
Narragansett, RI 02882
401 /783 . 6767

WWW.vV-inn.com

A 62 Room resort hotel, the Village Inn is situated
across the street from Narragansett Beach.

All rooms have been recently remodeled with 32'
flat screen TV'S, micro wave ovens,coffee
makers,hair dryers, iron and ironing boards.

We offer free WIFI, free parking, free access to our
business office, indoor swimming pool and a
complimentary breakfast with every reservations.

Room types have king and /or queen beds, some
with sitting areas or balconies and ocean views.



http://www.v-inn.com

Lunch, Dinner & Catering

1255 Reservoir Avenue « Cranston, Rl

(401) 943-8800

www.efendisbarandgrill.com
Gift Certificates Make the Perfect Gift!

We will be happy to host or cater |
any special party of any size. Call Efendi.

Bridal Shower « Baby Shower « Wedding e« Birthday « Office Party
Retirement « Graduation « Anniversary « Christening « Much More

Complimentary g Dinner For Twol : $ S OFF

(
Large Gourmet: | > Mixed Green Salads Dinner
gﬂ[fa{ Pizza 2 Entrées :
I ) Bottle of Wine ; with a purchase
L {”rl S $32.00 : qf 2 Entrées.
R prir ey B s L
Present coupon at time of order. specials or discounts. ' specaals or discounts




